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PART I
PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Law
Reform (Review of Laws) Regulations, 2021.

2. In these Regulations, unless the context
otherwise requires-
“Act” means the Law Reform Commission of Tanzania
Act;
“Chairman” means the Chairman of the Commission
appointed under section 5 of the Act;
“Commission” means the Law Reform Commission of
Tanzania;
“Committee” means an ad hoc committee established by
the Commission under regulation 26(1);
“Minister” means Minister responsible for legal affairs;
“review” means any research or study undertaken by the
Commission on a law or branch of law with a
view of reforming that law or branch of laws in
accordance with the prevailing circumstances;
“Secretary” means the Executive Secretary of the
Commission; and
“stakeholder” means-
(@) any person having knowledge or concern who
is consulted by the Commission for an opinion
on review of laws; or
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(b) any person with knowledge or concern who
consults the Commission on an opinion on the
review of laws,

and includes the Minister, the Attorney-General,

the Judiciary of Tanzania, Ministry, Department

or Agency of the Government, international body,
private body or a member of the public.

PART II
PROPOSAL FOR LEGAL REFORMS

Origin of 3. A proposal for legal reform on any law or
Fgg;ofgjr';ﬂr branch of law by the Commission may originate from:

(@) the Minister;

(b) the Attorney-General,

(c) the Judiciary of Tanzania;

(d) Ministry, department or agency of the

Government;

(e) Commission’s own initiation or motion;

() An International body;

(9) a private body; or

(h) a member of the public.

if:‘grfﬁgce from 4. A proposal for legal reform submitted to the
Generalyor Commission by way of reference from the Minister or
Minister Attorney-General may:

(@) specify the law or branch of law which is the
subject of reform;

(b) explain why the law or branch of law is found
to be unsatisfactory and the potential benefits
of the reform where necessary;

(c) provide terms of reference for the reform
including scope and output;

(d) provide appropriate issues for review;

(e) set time frame for the reform; and

(f) provide administrative and other logistical
arrangements.

(9) specify the law or branch of law which is the
subject of reform;
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5.-(1) Any proposal for legal reform from the
Judiciary of Tanzania or any Ministry, Department or
Agency of the Government to the Commission may-

(@) specify the law or branch of law which is the

subject of reform;

(b) set out the funding mechanism for the reform
and other administrative or logistical
arrangements; and

(c) provide timeframe for the completion of the
reform.

(2) Where a proposal for reform does not disclose

information about-

(a) the extent to which the law of the subject
matter is found to be unsatisfactory;

(b) a potential benefit of the reform and the output
intended,

the Secretariat shall consult the author of the proposal
with a view to drawing a concept paper that would
provide-

(a) appropriate issues for research; and

(b) terms of reference for the reform

6. For any proposal originating from the
Commission’s own initiation, international body, private
body or a member of public, the scope of the proposal
shall be decided by the Commission, and the Commission
may where necessary, consult relevant ministry,
department or agency of the Government, international
body, private body or a member of public for appropriate
guidance.

7.-(1) The Commission shall, three months before
the end of every financial year, table before stakeholders’
consultative meeting an annual legal reform programme
for validation.

(2) The Commission shall, at the end of every
financial year, submit to the Minister and Attorney-
General, an annual legal reform programme for legal
reforms to be undertaken by the Commission in the
following year.
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(3) In considering matters to be included in the

legal reform programme, the following factors shall be

taken i

stages:

preced

nto account-

(@) social, economic or political relevancy of the
subject matter of reform;

(b) potential benefits that would flow from the
reform;

(c) the Commission access to the relevant
information and experience; and

(d) public opinion on the subject matter for
reform.

PART Il
LAW REFORM PROCESSES

8. A reform process may include the following

(a) preparation of a concept paper;

(b) preparation of a discussion paper;

(c) undertaking a pre-field research;

(d) undertaking a field research;

(e) preparation of a draft report;

(f) conducting stakeholders’ validation workshop;
(9) preparation of a report; and

(h) submission of the report to the Minister.

9.-(1) A reform of a law or branch of a law may be

ed by concept paper.

(2) The concept paper shall provide for-

(@) a brief contextual analysis that identifies ideas,
problems and challenges to be addressed in the
reform;

(b) stakeholders to be consulted:;

(c) appropriate skills and knowledge required to
support the reform by internal and external
resource persons; and

(d) timeframe and budget for activities intended to
be carried out.

(3) The Commission may, upon deliberation of the

concept paper -
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(a) direct for progression of the concept paper into
to a discussion paper if satisfied that the
concept paper meets the requirements
specified under sub regulation (2);

(b) direct for improvement of the concept paper if
it does not meet the requirements specified
under sub regulation (1) but the subject matter
is viable for reform; or

(c) reject the concept paper if the subject matter is
not viable for reform.

Discussion 10.-(1) A discussion paper shall be developed
paper upon approval of the concept paper.

(2) The discussion paper shall provide for the

following matters-

(a) statement of the problem;

(b) historical background to the problem;

(c) scope and objective of the reform;

(d) reform methodology;

(e) an in-depth contextual analysis of the policy
law and perceived problems on the subject
matter of reform;

() an in-depth analysis of regional and
international policy and legal framework on
the subject matter;

() an in-depth analysis of laws from selected
foreign countries on the subject matter;

(h) legal and policy problems identified during
preliminary research; and

(i) an identified needs assessment for reform and
any study tour for consultation with relevant
stakeholders.

Pre -field 11.-(1) The Commission may, where it deems fit,
Research undertake pre-field research before undertaking field
research.

(2) The pre-field research shall include:

(@) physical visits to areas which will be the
subject for field research;

(b) undertaking logistical arrangements necessary
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for researchers and respondents during the
research;

(c) liaising with relevant government authorities
on the undertaking of field research; and

(d) identifying and reporting any challenges that
may hinder smooth field research.

Field research 12.-(1) Field research shall be undertaken in
selected regions or institutions.

(2) In identifying and selecting regions or
institutions to be consulted, the Commission shall take
into account:

(@) prevalence of the research problem in the

region;

(b) presence of relevant and key stakeholders in

the region;

(c) zonal representation of regions national wise;

(d) the relevancy of the review or research to

selected regions; and

(e) any other factor that the Commission may

deem just and fit to consider.

(3) Subject to subsection (1) and (2)(a), (b) and
(c) of section 10 of the Act, field research shall involve:

(@) interview with selected stakeholders;

(b) discussions with selected groups of people;

(c) physical observations in selected areas or

regions; and

(d) general consultations with relevant

stakeholders and members of public.

(4) Where the Commission is of the opinion that
the reform requires benchmarking on international
experience, it may direct the Secretariat to make
administrative and logistical arrangements required for
gaining such experience.

(5) The Commission may co-opt any expert or a
team of experts to be part of the Commission’s research
team on a temporary basis for a specific reform project.

Draft report 13.-(1) On completion of field research, a draft
report shall be prepared.
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(2) The draft report shall, unless the context of the
report or prevailing circumstances demand, contain such
information and be in such format as prescribed in the
Schedule to these Regulations.

(3) Preparation of the draft report shall take into
account-

(a) desk review undertaken and consultations

from relevant stakeholders;

(b) current position of policies and laws, the
issues involved and the subject matter for
reform;

(c) policy and legal problems identified during
preliminary research;

(d) analysis on the law relating to the existing
policies, the national legal framework,
regional and international obligations; and

(e) elaborate recommendations for new law or
amendment of an existing law.

Validation 14.-(1) Upon approval of the draft report, a
Workshops validation workshop shall be convened to validate
findings of the draft report.

(2) During validation workshop the discussion

shall reflect on:

(a) comments and recommendations on the draft
report to ensure that comments and
recommendations made during the field
research have been well noted, analyzed and
considered by the Commission; and

(b) additional comments and recommendations
that came up after the field research was
conducted.

Report 15.-(1) A report shall be prepared by the
Commission after conclusion of the validation workshop.
(2) Preparation of the report shall take into
account:
(@) views and recommendations given by
stakeholders on the draft report during the
validation workshop; and
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of

(b) any other emerging issues that need to be
addressed in the draft report.

(3) Upon completion of deliberation of the draft

report, the Commission may:

(@) approve the draft report and direct for
progression to the next stage if satisfied that
the draft report meets the requirements
specified under subregulation (2);

(b) direct for improvement of the draft report
which does not meet all the requirements
specified under subregulation (2); or

(c) reject the draft report where it is of the opinion
that the law or branch of law under review has
been otherwise improved.

(4) A draft Bill may be prepared by the
Commission at this stage, if it is deemed necessary for
ease of appreciation, adoption and implementation of
recommendations of the Report by the relevant
Government institution.

16. The Commission shall submit to the Minister
the report approved in terms of regulation 13(3)(a).

17. The Commission may dispense with any of the
stages of the law reform processes stipulated under
regulation 8 where it deems necessary to do so.

PART IV
MEETINGS OF THE COMMISSION

18. There shall be two types of meetings of the
Commission, namely:

(a) professional meeting; and

(b) Commission meeting.

19.-(1) The professional meeting shall be the first
meeting to deliberate on matters related to law reform
activities.

(2) The professional meeting shall be composed
of:
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Commission
Meeting

(@) the Executive Secretary;

(b) Heads of legal sections; and

(c) legal officers.

(3) The Executive Secretary shall preside over all
professional meetings and, in case of absence, the Deputy
Secretary shall preside over the meetings.

(4) Any other person may be invited to the
professional meeting if that person’s presence is
important or necessary for efficient determination of the
issue under consideration.

(5) The professional meeting shall deliberate on:

(a) the concept paper;

(b) the discussion paper;

(c) the draft report; and

(d) any other document or matter which relates to

law reform activity.

20.-(1) The Commission meeting shall be the
highest approving body in law reform activities.

(2) The Commission meeting shall be composed
of:

(@) the Chairman; and

(b) two Commissioners.

(3) The Executive Secretary shall be the Secretary
to the Commission meeting.

(4) Members of the professional meeting shall
attend and form the Secretariat of the Commission
meeting;

(5) The Chairman shall preside over Commission
meeting or in case of absence, the Commissioners present
may elect from amongst themselves a Chairman for the
purpose of that meeting.

(6) Any other person may be invited to the
Commission meeting if that person’s presence is
important or necessary for efficient determination of the
subject matter under consideration.

(7) The Commission meeting shall deliberate and
approve:

(a) the concept paper;

(b) the draft report;
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(c) the report; and
(d) any other document or matter which relates to
law reform activity.

21.-(1) The Secretary shall issue notice for the
professional meeting and the Commission meeting at
least five days before the proposed date of the meeting.

(2) A notice of any meeting shall specify the date,
time, place and the business of such meeting.

22.-(1) A minimum of seven members shall
constitute a quorum of the professional meeting.

(2) A minimum of two Commissioners shall
constitute a quorum at any of the Commission meeting.

23.-(1) All acts, matters and issues authorized by
the Commission to be done shall be decided by consensus
at the professional meeting or the Commission meeting.

(2) In the absence of consensus the issue in
question shall be decided by majority votes of members
present.

24. The Secretary shall keep details of all business
transacted at every professional meeting and Commission
meeting in separate files kept and maintained for that
purpose.

25.-(1) Minutes of the professional meeting shall
be confirmed or amended at the next meeting and shall be
signed by the Executive Secretary or the Depute
Secretary.

(2) Minutes of each Commission meeting shall be
confirmed or amended at the next meeting and shall be
signed by the Chairman and the Secretary.

(3) At the end of each financial year, minutes of
each professional meeting and Commission meeting may
be bound in a book form to be kept as part of records of
the Commission.

26.-(1) For the purpose of this Part, the
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Committee Commission may establish an ad hoc committee for the
better performance of its functions.

(2) Anad hoc committee shall-

(@) be headed by a Commissioner or Executive
Secretary or Deputy Secretary;

(b) report its findings to the Commission meeting
within a period specified by the Commission;
and

(c) discharge its duty in accordance with the
terms of reference or as directed by the
professional meeting or Commission meeting
in respect of which it was formed.

(3) An ad hoc committee shall cease to exist once

the task has been finalized.

SCHEDULE

(Made under regulation 13(2))
REPORT FORMAT AND WRITING STYLE

1. Report Format
(a) Title Page
The title page shall bear the following features:
() the name of the Commission;
(i) the national emblem;
(iii) the title of the project; and
(iv) date of submission.

(b) Transmittal Letter

The Report shall include a submission letter addressed to the Minister responsible for
legal affairs. The letter shall include:

0] name and address of the Minister;

(i) date of submission;

(iii) brief background to the research or review;

(iv) statement of submission; and

(v) signature of the Chairman or Executive Secretary.

(c) Staff of the Commission
This part shall provide for:
11
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(i) name and photographs of Commissioners;

(i) names and titles of the Executive Secretary, Deputy Secretaries and
State Attorneys; and

(iii) names and titles of persons co-opted from outside the Commission.

(d) Acknowledgements
The Report shall acknowledge facilitations, help or assistance from various stakeholders
such as government institutions, non-government organizations and experts.

(e) Executive Summary or Abstract
The Report shall provide in brief, the most important points of the Report. These shall
include:

Q) objectives or reasons for the research or review;
(i) statement of the problem;

(i) summary of the main findings;

(iv) conclusions; and

(v) recommendations.

(f) Table of Contents
The Report shall have a table of contents which shall include:
(i All the sections and sub-sections of the Report with page references;
(i) List of tables, diagrams or illustrations and appendices; and
(iii) List of legislation and policies.

(g) Chapter One - Introduction
This Chapter shall contain the following features:

0] an Introduction to the Commission and its mandate;
(i) background to the research or review;

(iii) terms of reference;

(iv) background to the research problem;

(v) objectives or rationale of the research or review;

(vi) scope and limitations; and
(vii) methodology.

(h) Chapter Two - Analysis of Policy and Legal Framework
This Chapter shall provide the following:

0] Analysis of the policy and legal framework governing the research
topic or area;
(i) strengths and gaps in the governing policy and legal framework;

(iii) proposal for measures to address the established gaps as hypothesis in
the course of research; and
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(iv) Conclusion on the general observation on the analysis of policy and
legal framework.

(i) Chapter Three - Comparative Study and International Instruments
This Chapter shall provide the following:

M Analysis of international and regional instruments relevant to the
research topic or area. These are mainly:

(@) UN Charter, conventions, protocols and annexes;

(b) AU Treaty, conventions, protocols and annexes;

(c) SADC Treaty, conventions, protocols and annexes;

(d) EAC Treaty, conventions, protocols and annexes; and

(e) any other relevant international and regional instruments.

(i) analysis of selected legislation from foreign jurisdictions or countries.
This shall include the review of:

@) policy instruments;

(b) acts of Parliament; and

(c) subsidiary legislation;

(iii) conclusion containing lessons learnt in the course of undertaking

comparative study and analyzing international and regional instruments.

(J) Chapter Four - Stakeholders Views and Analysis
This Chapter shall contain analysis and interpretation of findings obtained during the field
research. These findings shall be divided into headings and sub-headings based on the
subject matter of the research. Each issue shall be divided into:
(i stakeholders’ views on each issues raised or considered during the field
research;
(ii)  stakeholders’ recommendations on each of the issues considered,;
(ili)  commission observation on stakeholders views and recommendations
on each of the issues; and
(iv)  commission recommendation(s) on each of the issues and
recommendations.

(k) Chapter Five - Conclusion and Recommendations
This chapter shall contain the following features:
(i)  restatement of the main problem that was the subject of the review;
(if)  asummary of the main issues related to the problem and findings or
conclusion of the review on each issue; and
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(iii)  recommendations which shall be provided on each and every issue
raised
and considered during the research or review. These recommendations
may be divided into the following categories:
(a) Legal recommendations, and
(b) Non-legal recommendations.

(iv)  Appendices
The Report shall include appendices containing extra information which is too long to be
included in the main text of the Report. These may be tables, figures and questionnaires.

(v) References in the Main Text
Footnotes shall be preferred in the main text.

(vi) Bibliography
The Report shall include bibliography containing books, articles and journals, which were
read or used during the research.

(vii)  Glossary
The Report includes a glossary containing technical or jargon words which readers might
not easily understand.
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